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of our process for years before I was
ever here. And I thank you for that op-
portunity to go back and forth on those
issues.

I appreciate your thoughts and our
differences of opinion on this issue of
health care reform. I want to reiterate
we are here today on the issue of algal
blooms and red tide and a variety of
things that are important to my con-
stituents here in Maine.

The reason this bill is here on this
floor today is because many of those on
the other side of the aisle, including
my Republican colleague, whom we
have been going back and forth with
today, Mr. DREIER, voted ‘‘no’ on the
bill when it first hit the floor and we
are taking up again.

I would like to close and stick to the
topic for a minute and let us move for-
ward with our business today making
sure that we continue to bring more
bills around jobs here, and I hope that
we have some Republican votes on our
future jobs bill and certainly on our
health care bill.

In closing, I just want to say that the
2009 red tide in Maine hit our coastal
communities hard. Most shellfish har-
vesters are self-employed and make the
majority of their living in the summer
months. Every day, shellfish harvesters
were calling the State agencies and
asking for help with mortgages pay-
ments, utility bills, doctor bills, car
payments, and even food. In my State
and in many coastal States, these are
jobs. These are jobs that keep families
working through the summer and help
them get through the winter.

The economic impact of closing
much of the coast to shellfish har-
vesters, aquaculturists and related
businesses was conservatively esti-
mated to be between $1.6 million and
$2.5 million each week. This is real
money to coastal States in every cor-
ner of this country.

This bill will make a difference for
coastal communities. With improved
testing and tracking, scientists will be
able to accurately identify localized
areas. This means that smaller por-
tions of the coast will be shut down in-
stead of entire regions. In addition, it
will build on so much of the good work
that has already been done, improve
our prediction and monitoring capa-
bilities, and take steps to mitigate the
impact of red tide and other HABs. We
need a national program dedicated to
coordinating and integrating Federal
resources to minimize or even prevent
HABs in both fresh and saltwater. En-
hanced coordination will help resource
managers make better decisions, and
with better decisions will come less
economic hardship in our coastal com-
munities.

I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on the previous
question and on the rule.

I yield back the balance of my time,
and I move the previous question on
the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill,
H.R. 3650.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Florida). Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Washington?

There was no objection.

HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS AND
HYPOXIA RESEARCH AND CON-
TROL AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2010

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
the resolution just adopted, I call up
the bill (H.R. 3650) to establish a Na-
tional Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Program, to develop and coordi-
nate a comprehensive and integrated
strategy to address harmful algal
blooms and hypoxia, and to provide for
the development and implementation
of comprehensive regional action plans
to reduce harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1168, in lieu of
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology
printed in the bill, the amendment in
the nature of a substitute printed in
part A of House Report 111-439 is adopt-
ed and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Harmful
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and
Control Amendments Act of 2010°".

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT OF HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM
AND HYPOXIA RESEARCH AND CON-
TROL ACT OF 1998.

Except as otherwise expressly provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,
the reference shall be considered to be made
to a section or other provision of the Harm-
ful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and
Control Act of 1998 (16 U.S.C. 1451 note).

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by
inserting after section 602 the following:
“SEC. 602A. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

‘“(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘Program’ means
the National Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Program established under section
603A.

““(3) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each
of the several States of the United States,
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, any other terri-
tory or possession of the United States, and
any Indian tribe.

‘“(4) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘Under
Secretary’ means the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.”.
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(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The
table of contents in section 2 of the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 1998 is amended
by adding after the item relating to section
602 the following new item:

‘“Sec. 602A. Definitions.”.
SEC. 4. NATIONAL HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM AND
HYPOXIA PROGRAM.

(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by
inserting after section 603 the following:
“SEC. 603A. NATIONAL HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM

AND HYPOXIA PROGRAM.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (d), the Under Secretary, through
the Task Force established under section
603(a), shall establish and maintain a Na-
tional Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia
Program pursuant to this section.

“(b) DUTIES.—The Under Secretary,
through the Program, shall coordinate the
efforts of the Task Force to—

‘(1) develop and promote a national strat-
egy to understand, detect, predict, control,
mitigate, and respond to marine and fresh-
water harmful algal bloom and hypoxia
events;

‘(2) integrate the research of all Federal
programs, including ocean and Great Lakes
science and management programs and cen-
ters, that address the chemical, biological,
and physical components of marine and
freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia;

‘“(3) coordinate and work cooperatively
with State, tribal, and local government
agencies and programs that address marine
and freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia;

‘“(4) identify additional research, develop-
ment, and demonstration needs and prior-
ities relating to monitoring, prediction, pre-
vention, control, mitigation, and response to
marine and freshwater harmful algal blooms
and hypoxia;

‘“(6) encourage international information
sharing and research efforts on marine and
freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia, and encourage international mitiga-
tion, control, and response activities;

‘(6) ensure the development and imple-
mentation of methods and technologies to
protect the ecosystems affected by marine
and freshwater harmful algal blooms;

‘(7 integrate, coordinate, and augment ex-
isting education programs to improve public
understanding and awareness of the causes,
impacts, and mitigation efforts for marine
and freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia;

‘(8) assist in regional, State, tribal, and
local efforts to develop and implement ap-
propriate marine and freshwater harmful
algal bloom and hypoxia response plans,
strategies, and tools;

“(9) provide resources for and assist in the
training of State, tribal, and local water and
coastal resource managers in the methods
and technologies for monitoring, controlling,
mitigating, and responding to the effects of
marine and freshwater harmful algal blooms
and hypoxia events;

‘(10) oversee the development, implemen-
tation, review, and periodic updating of the
Regional Research and Action Plans under
section 603B; and

‘“(11) administer peer-reviewed, merit-
based competitive grant funding to support—

‘“(A) the projects maintained and estab-
lished by the Program; and

‘“(B) the research and management needs
and priorities identified in the Regional Re-
search and Action Plans.

“(c) COOPERATIVE EFFORTS.—The Under
Secretary shall work cooperatively and
avoid duplication of efforts with other of-
fices, centers, and programs within the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion and other agencies represented on the
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